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Author Identifications 
Karen Anderson (M.A, Texas Tech University, 1999). 
Doctoral student at the University of Kansas. Ms. An-
derson's research interests include evaluation and as-
sessment of the basic communication course. 
Tom Burkhart (M.A, California State University, Los 
Angeles, 1998). Doctoral student at the University of 
Iowa. 
Robert E. Carlson (Ph.D., Purdue University, 1978). 
Professor of Speech Communication at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha. Many of Professor Carlson's 
publications focus on communicative attitudes and 
anxiety. His current research interests are in evaluation 
and assessment of public speaking and communication 
apprehension. In addition, he is actively involved in 
distance education and teaching the basic speech course 
internationally. 
Karen Kangas Dwyer (Ph.D., University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, 1995). Associate Professor of Speech Commu-
nication and Basic Course Director at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha. Professor Dwyer has authored a 
textbook, instructor's manual, student workbook, and 
several articles related to the basic communication 
course. Her research interests are in instructional 
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communication, especially communication apprehension 
and avoidance. Her work has involved developing and 
teaching special public speaking classes and workshops 
for highly apprehensive communicators. She has co-
authored a Dutch public speaking trade book. As part of 
a hobby, she has written three cookbooks published by 
St. Martin's Press. 
Nancy Rost Goulden (Ed.D., University of Northern 
Arizona, 1989). Assistant Professor of Rheto-
ric/Communication and Director of the Basic Course at 
Kansas State University. Professor Rost Goulden has 
authored a textbook, teacher's manual, student public 
speaking workbook for use with electronic database, and 
a variety of journal articles. Her professional interests 
include the basic course, K-12 oral communication 
education, public speaking assessment, and the rhetoric 
of girl's classic literature. 
Stephen K. Hunt (Ph.D., Southern Illinois University, 
1998). Assistant Professor and Co-Director of the Basic 
Communication Course at Illinois State University. 
Professor Hunt's research interests include the com-
munication needs of students at-risk, students' learn-
ing/cognitive styles, training graduate students, and 
assessment. 
Laura A. Janusik (M.A., University of Maryland at 
College Park, 1999). Doctoral student in the Depart-
ment of Communication at the University of Maryland. 
Ms. Janusik's research interests include listening 
pedagogy and curriculum development for higher 
education and the corporate classroom. 
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Karla Kay Jensen (Ph.D., University of Kansas, 1994). 
Assistant Professor at Nebraska Wesleyan University. 
Professor Jensen's interests include evaluation and 
assessment of the basic communication course. 
Julia R. Johnson (Ph.D. University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst). Lecturer in Rhetoric and Public Address at 
California State University at Long Beach. Professor 
Johnson is particularly interested in the examination of 
how identity is constructed within unequal relation-
ships of power. She has worked with the basic course for 
over ten years and has developed inclusive pedagogy as 
a Basic Course and TA Director. 
Sally A. Kahre (M.A., University of Nebraska at 
Omaha, 1999). Consultant for the Methodist Employee 
Assistance Program. Sally researches, develops, de-
signs, and presents education-based seminars to clients 
throughout the Midwest. Her main research interests 
are public speaking and interpersonal communication. 
Her graduate thesis focuses on communication 
apprehension and lab-supported speech classes. 
Susan M. PUner (Ed.D., University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst). Educational Consultant and adjunct faculty 
member at Lesley University and the Coordinator of the 
Speaking, Arguing and Writing Program at Mount 
Holyoke College. Dr. Pliner has earned a Masters 
Degree in Special Education and a Doctorate in Human 
Development and Social Justice Education. She has 
been working in the field of disabilities, multicultural 
education and social justice education for eleven years. 
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Cheri J. Simonds (Ph.D., University of Oklahoma, 
1995). Assistant Professor and Co-Director of the Basic 
Communication Course at Illinois State University. 
Prof. Simonds has co-authored a book on classroom 
communication and has published articles on teacher 
clarity and challenge behavior in the college classroom. 
Her major research interests include graduate student 
training and development, evaluation issues, and 
assessment. 
Calvin L. Troup (Ph.D., Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, 1994). Assistant Professor of Communication, Af-
filiated Departments of Communication and English at 
Dusquesne University. Professor Troup's research 
interests include: history and theory of rhetoric; rheto-
ric, religion, and public life; and public relations. 
Andrew D. Wolvin (Ph.D., Purdue University). Profes-
sor and Basic Course Director in the Department of 
Communication at the University of Maryland. Pro-
fessor Wolvin's research focuses on the study of listen-
ing behavior and communication pedagogy. 
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